Passive Voice

Verbs and Voice


Voice is the form a verb takes to indicate whether the
subject of the verb performs or receives the action.



There are two types of voice: active voice and passive voice.



Active Voice indicates that the subject of the verb is acting .
Because the subject does, or "acts upon" the verb in such
sentences, the sentences are said to be in the active voice.
These examples show that the subject is doing the verb's action:








The dog jumped onto the boy. (The dog - subject - is doing the
jumping (verb).
Kristy will give a book report to the class. (Kristy - subject - is
doing the giving (verb).
This puzzle seems to be easy.

Only transitive verbs (verbs that take a direct object) can be used in
the passive voice. Intransitive verbs cannot be made passive.
Do not use these verbs in the passive voice.
appear
arrive
be

belong
come
die

exist
happen
occur

seem
sleep
rise

WHEN DO WE USE PASSIVE
VOICE?

When the agent is unknown:
Flats are sold
Anne was given a kiss
When the agent is not important:
The house can be visited between 8 and 14.
When we want to give importance to the object of the
active voice:
America was discovered in 1942 by Columbus.
The passive is used more in writing and formal
speech, such as public information (rules, signs,
brochures …) and media reports.
Cycling is not permitted in this area.
Bookings can be made online.

Form of Passive Voice Verbs








The passive voice requires a "double verb" and will always
consist of a form of the verb "to be" and the past participle
(usually the "en/ed/t" form) of another verb.
Writers should be familiar with the forms of "to be" (am, is, are,
was, were, be, being, been), often called linking verbs, so that
they can easily identify the passive voice in their work.
Example:
Active: John baked the bread.
Passive: The bread was baked by John.

Form of Passive Voice Verbs


Note the forms of "to be" in the examples of the verb "to kick" in
various forms of the passive voice:



is kicked
is being kicked
was kicked
was being kicked
has been kicked
had been kicked
is going to be kicked
will be kicked
can be kicked
should be kicked












How to form passive voice?

A FEW TIPS:


Never use do, does or did with the passive voice.

They didn’t sell all the tickets for the concert.
 All the tickets weren’t sold.




We do not give lesson on public holidays.
 Lessons are not given on public holidays.


If there is a preposition with the verb, do not forget it.



Sue looks after the children.
The children are looked after. (by Sue)



VERBS WITH TWO OBJECTS






bring, give, ask, pay, sell, offer, owe, show, tell, send, lend,
leave, promise, take, teach, throw, write
They gave Susan a prize.
Susan was given a prize.
A prize was given to Susan.



If the verb has two objects, we usually use the person as
the subject in the passive.



No one gave me any directions.
I wasn’t given any directions.





Verbs like: Believe, Think, Consider, Say, Report, Know,
Expect, Feel, Understand, Find, are introduced with IT.



Active: They say that he started the fire.
Active: They think that she doesn't live in London.
Active: We knew that the king is coming tomorrow.



Passive with “introductory IT”



It is said that he started the fire
It is thought that she doesn't live in London
It was known that the King is coming tomorrow







 LET`S

PRACTICE!

1. Underline the verbs in Passive Voice


- The Canterville Ghost –



Chapter I



When the American, Mr Otis, bought Canterville Castle,
everyone told him that this was very foolish, as the place was
haunted. But Mr Otis answered, “I come from a modern country,
where we have everything that money can buy. And if there
were such a thing as a ghost in Europe, we would have it at
home in one of our museums.” A few weeks later, on a lovely
July evening, Mr Otis, his wife and their children, Washington,
Virginia and the twins, went down to their new home. When they
entered the avenue of Canterville Castle, the sky suddenly
became dark and a spooky stillness was in the air.
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Mrs Umney, the housekeeper, led them into the library of the
castle, where they sat down and began to look around.
Suddenly, Mrs Otis saw a red stain on the floor just by the
fireplace and said to Mrs Umney, “I am afraid something has
been spilt there.”
“Yes, madam,” said the old housekeeper in a low voice, “blood has
been spilt on that spot.”
“How terrible,” said Mrs Otis; “I don't want any blood-stains in my
sitting-room. It must be removed at once.”
The old woman smiled and answered, “It is the blood of Lady
Eleanore de Canterville, who was murdered on that spot by her
husband, Sir Simon de Canterville, in 1575. Sir Simon
disappeared seven years later. His body has never been found,
but his ghost still haunts the Castle. The blood-stain is a tourist
attraction now and it cannot be removed.”
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“That is all nonsense,” said Washington, the eldest
son of the Otis family, “stain remover will clean it up
in no time,” and he took a bottle of stain remover out
of his pocket and cleaned the spot. But as soon as
the blood-stain had disappeared, a terrible flash of
lightning lit up the room and a fearful peal of thunder
made the whole building shake.

Rewrite the sentences using Passive
voice:






1) Julia rescued three cats.
Three cats were rescued.
_________________________________
The reports were
2) The students handed in the reports.
handed in.
_________________________________
3) Maria crashed into the blue car.
The blue car was crashed
_________________________________
into.
4) Alex learned the poem.
The poem was learnt.
_________________________________
5) Steven has forgotten the book.
The book has been
_________________________________
forgotten.



6) The mechanic has not repaired the DVD recorder.
The DVD recorder has not been
_________________________________
repaired.



7) They play handball.
Handball is played.
_________________________________



8) Sue puts the rucksack on the floor.



9) The girls had lost the match.



10) The teacher is not going to open the window.
The window is not going
_________________________________to be opened.

The rucksack is put on
the floor.
_________________________________
The match had been
_________________________________ lost.







A hamburger has been
I have eaten a hamburger. -___________________________________ eaten.
Five miles have been
We have cycled five miles. -___________________________________ cycled.
The present has been
I have opened the present. -___________________________________ opened.
The book has not been
They have not read the book. -___________________________________ read.



This issue has not been
agreed to.
___________________________________



The thieves have not
been caught.
___________________________________



We have not agreed to this issue. --

They have not caught the thieves. --

Has she phoned him? --

Has he been phoned?

___________________________________


Have they noticed us? --

Have we been noticed?

___________________________________


You did not sent the parcel. --

The parcel was not sent.

___________________________________

 QUESTIONS?

